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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first action following a request for continued 
examination. Claims 16-30, 32-37, 43, 47 and 52 are cancelled. 
Claims 1-15, 31, 38-42 44-46, 48-51 and 53-57 are pending. 
Claims 7-11, 14, 15, 46, 48, 55-59, 62 and 63 are withdrawn from 
consideration and claims 1-6, 12, 13, 31, 38-42, 44, 45, 49-51, 
53, 54, 60, 60 and 64-67 are examined. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 05 
February 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 

disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 

art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 

the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 

art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 

negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 31 and 64-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dressier (U.S. Patent No. 7,127,852) in 
view of Hague. 

Claim 31: Dressier discloses a clamp (Fig. 1) mounted on a 
rib (Fig. 15), the clamp having a first clamping member (10) 
that engages a first sidewall of the rib (engagement does not 
limit the member to actual contact with the rib) , the clamping 
member also extends beyond the first rib (portion 14b extends 
beyond the rib) in a direction that is away from a first 
reference plane that contains the first and second base section, 
the first clamping member comprises a mounting flange (Fig. 1: 
12) in the form of a cantilever that extends away from a second 
reference plane that is orthogonal to the first reference plane 
and extends along a length dimension of the first rib, an 
attachment mounting fastener (50) threadably engaged with the 
mounting flange, a second clamping member (22) that engages the 
second sidewall of the rib, wherein the second clamping member 
extends beyond the first rib (it extends in numerous directions, 
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see e.g. dashed arrow from attached Fig. 15) in a direction that 
is away form the first reference plane that contains the first 
and second base sections (it is offset from the plane and, as 
written, the member extends in numerous directions that read on 
the limitation) , wherein the second clamping member is a 
separate piece from the first clamping member, the first end of 
the second clamping member engages an underside of the side 
mounting flange, a first fastener (25) located beyond the first 
rib in a direction that is away from the first reference plane 
(it is away from the plane in that it is offset from the plane, 
see above for interpretation) that contains the first and second 
base sections that is associated with the clamping members, 
activation of the fastener causes the clamping members to exert 
an inwardly directed force on the first rib, and the first 
fastener lacks a nut. Dressier does not disclose the shape of 
the panel as claimed. Hague discloses a panel with ribs (Fig. 
1: 28) and base members (proximate 26) where the ribs have first 
and second sidewalls (36, 38) that extend away form the base 
section. It would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art as a 
matter of duplication of parts to have this limitation because 
duplication of parts has no patentable significance unless a new 
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and unexpected result is produced. In re Harza, 21 A F.2d 669 
(CCPA 1960). See MPEP §2144.04. 

Claim 64: as shown, the mounting flange is spaced further 
from the first reference plane that contains the base sections 
than an uppermost extreme of the first rib. 

Claim 65: as shown the mounting flange is parallel with the 
first reference plane. 

Claim 66: as shown, the first end of the second clamping 
member engages the underside of the mounting flange at a 
location that is spaced further form the first reference plane 
than an uppermost extreme of the first rib ("P" below, please 
note that "engages" is not limited to actual contact) . 

Claim 67: as shown, the first fastener extends through one 
of the first and second clamping members and is threadably 
engaged with the other of the first and second clamping members. 




Figure 15 from Dressier 
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Claims 38-42 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Haddock (U.S. Patent No. 2002/0088196) 
in view of Hague (U.S. Patent No. 4,467,582). 




Figure 31 from Haddock 



Claim 38: Haddock discloses a clamp and panel assembly 
comprising a panel assembly (Fig. 7c: 58) comprising a plurality 
of interconnected panels having base sections (58) and ribs (66) 
the ribs have sidewalls (proximate 66) that extend away from the 
base section, the sidewall has indentations (portion 66 and 
proximate 62 are indentations compared to portion proximate 70) 
and a clamp (200) mounted on a rib comprising a first clamping 
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member (204) that engages a first sidewall of the first rib in a 
direction that is away form a first reference plane (see above 
for the examiner's interpretation of these directional 
limitations) where the clamping member comprises a mounting 
flange ("A" above) in the form of a cantilever that extends away 
from a second reference plane as claimed, an attachment member 
(292) threadably engaged with the mounting flange, a second 
clamping member (244) engaging the second sidewall of the first 
rib and extends beyond the first rib (it extends in numerous 
directions, see above for the examiner's interpretation of the 
directional limitations), the second clamping member is a 
separate piece from the first clamping member and has a first 
end ("B" above) that engages an underside of the mounting flange 
and a second head (268) disposed in the second indentation and a 
first fastener (276) located beyond the first rib (horizontally) 
associated with the first and second clamping members (the 
limitation "associated" does not mean actual contact under the 
broadest reasonable interpretation) and is in addition to the 
attachment mounting fastener, wherein activation of the first 
fastener causes the clamping members to exert at least an 
inwardly-directed force on the first rib. 

Haddock does not disclose the limitations of the panel 
having a plurality of base portions or ribs between the base 
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portions and the limitations of the ribs as claimed, though it 
does disclose the sidewalls are non-parallel (portion 70 is not 
parallel to portion indicated by 66) and the second side wall 
has an indentation (proximate 66 is an indentation in relation 
to portion 70) . Hague discloses a panel with a plurality of ribs 
(Fig. 1: 28) and base members (proximate 26) where the ribs have 
first and second sidewalls (36, 38) that extend away from the 
base section in a non-parallel relation and further has a second 
indentation (42). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
as a matter of duplication of parts to have this limitation 
because duplication of parts has no patentable significance 
unless a new and unexpected result is produced. In re Harza, 
274 F.2d 669 (CCPA 1960). See MPEP §2144.04. 

Claim 39: Haddock does not disclose the shape of the 
panel, however Hague discloses a hollow trapezoidal shaped rib. 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art as a matter of design 
choice to have this limitation because a configuration of an 
invention is a matter of choice that a person of ordinary skill 
in the art would have found obvious absent persuasive evidence 
that the particular configuration of the claimed subject matter 
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was significant. In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 
1966) . See MPEP §2144 . 04 . 

Claim 40: a first reference plane is associated with the 
plurality of base sections, the rib has a top wall (Hague: Fig. 
7, proximate 58) that interconnects the first and second 
sidewalls and is in a spaced relation to the base sections (it 
is spaced vertically.) 

Claim 41: the first sidewall has a first indentation 
(Haddock: proximate 66 and Hague: proximate 48) on the exterior 
surface of the first rib and the clamp has a first head 
(Haddock: proximate 228a) that is disposed in the indentation. 

Claim 42: while the prior art of record discloses heads, it 
does not disclose the heads are convexly shaped. It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art as a matter of design choice to 
have this limitation because a configuration of an invention is 
a matter of choice that a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would have found obvious absent persuasive evidence that the 
particular configuration of the claimed subject matter was 
significant. In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 
1966). See MPEP §2144.04. 

Claim 45: the underside of the mounting flange of the first 
clamping member has a recess ("C" above) that is concave and 
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arcuately shaped, and the first end of the second clamping 
member is convex and arcuately shaped (proximate "C") and is 
disposed in the recess of the first clamping member where 
activation of the first member causes the second member to move 
relative to the first clamping member at least generally about 
the first projection (activation of member 276 would cause this 
action . ) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-6, 12-13, 49-51, 53, 54, 60 and 61 are allowed. 

Claim 44 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

4. The following addresses applicant's remarks/arguments dated 
05 February 2009: 

Withdrawn claims : 

The examiner noted applicant's request to rejoin the 
withdrawn dependent claims that depend from allowed claims. The 
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examiner will rejoin the claims upon allowance of the 
application and all amendments are final. 



Claim rejection - 35 USC §103: 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 31 and 38 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection as applicant amended the claims. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 

communications from the examiner should be directed to William 
V. Gilbert whose telephone number is 571.272.9055. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00 to 17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be 
reached on 571.272.6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
3635 

/W. V. G./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/Basil Katcheves/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



